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CHRISTIAN
STUDIES

Why was the Schaol of Christian Studies created?
Nearly 75% of West Virginia Bapti st
Convention churches are served by
bi vocati onal pastors. For a variety of
reasons, many of these pastors have not
had the opPortunity to seek nore
traditional training. This schoo
to be considered a substitute for
traditional training, but rather
alternative training program

What is the School of Chuistian Studies?

The School of Christian Studies is
a mnistry training program made to bring
honor and glory to God, bK devel opi ng
qual ity church | eaders, through training
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that will help themgrow in spiritual
nE;P{ity, bi bl i cal know edge and ministry
skills.

?Lﬂhlnup% axticipate?

hg School of Christian Studies is
open to all persons. Anyone may take
course(s) for their own genera
improvenent. It is not necessary to be a
teacher, youth worker or pastor to benefit
froma course of study.

What axe the programs of study in the School of
Chuistian Studies?

The basic pro%ﬁanlof study is the
di pl oma i n Past oral nistry (204 hours).
The remining five progranms include:
certificate In Lay nistry (156 hours),
certificate in Teaching (130 hours),
certificate in General Studies (130
hours%, certificate in Children's Mnistry
(156 hours - currently on hold) and the
certificate in Youth nistry (156 hours -
currently on hold). These prograns were
devel oped out of the basic program but
require a different conbination of
courses. (See the catalog for nore
details.)

Fow long does it take te complete a program of

study?

All six prograns are part of a
three-year cycle of courses. After the
three year cycle is conplete, the program
begi ns again, with the classes occurring

in the exact sane order

What types of courses are taught?

Core courses are six-week courses
offered in January and Februar¥. Regul ar
courses are six-week courses offered in
May and Septenber. Six-week classes neet
for 2 hours once a week for six weeks.

El ective courses are one-day courses
offered in April and June. ~C asses neet
for 4 hours. Mdule courses are one-day
courses offered in August and Cctober.

Cl asses neet for 6 hours. (For

i nformati on about the subjects taught,

pl ease see the catal og.)

Fow many classes are each ?

Eight classes are offered each
year: 4 six-week courses (12 hours each%,
2 el ective one-day courses (4 hours each)
and 2 nodul e one-day courses (6 hours

each). The nunber of courses required for
your program of study may or nmay not
require that you attend all 8 of the

cl asses each year.

Schaal of Chuistian Studies

FACT SHEET

This sheet is designed to give you a quick overvi ew of
gf Christian Studies and get you up to speed
about our

prograns and our cl asses.

Where are the classes held?
Si x-week cl asses are held in at

| east ten West Virginia Baptist Convention
churches around the state, so there is
al nost al ways a | ocation near you! All
el ective and nodul e cl asses are held at
our Parchment Valley Conference Center
Ri pl ey, West Virginia.

De T have to enwell in a ministuy pregram to tafe
classes?

No. You may take classes for
credit, towards a diploma or certificate
for one of the 6 ministry prograns, for

in

the full cost or zﬁu may audit classes for
a reduced rate. en auditing a class, it
is not necessary to purchase a textbook or

conpl ete assi gnments.
De J have to complete an application for admissicn
to begin taking classes?

No, you may begin taking cl asses
wi t hout conpl eting an application for
admission. It is suggested that you
conpl ete an application after you have

taken several classes and it is required
bef ore graduati on.

Fow much do classes cost?

Si x-week courses are $30.00 per
person and $40.00 per coupl e (husband and

wi fe, parent and child, etc.), plus the
cost of a textbook, and a snmall shipping
fee. Auditing a six-week course is $15.00

er person and $25. 00 per couple.
l ectives and nodul es are $28.50 per

person and $40.00 per couple, plus the
cost of a textbook, if needed, and a smal
ShIpPlng fee. Auditing electives and
nmodul es are $14.25 per person and $25. 00
per coupl e.
When can J begin taking classes?

At any time, as long as it is at
the be inning of a class. You may not
join after the class has started. It is

not necessarg to wait until the start of a
e

new year to begin.

Fow do J find abieut upceming classes?

The best way to be informed is to
contact Donna at the West Virginia Baptist
Convention office and request to be put on
the School of Christian Studies’ nailing
list. This will insure you receive al
upcomi ng cl ass registration mailings and
any notices about the school.

Regi stration mailings are sent out one
nonth before the class is scheduled to
begin. It is inmportant to register as
soon as possi bl e as an assignment nmay be
required at the start of class. d ass
information will also be avail able at
www. wbc. or g.

Fow do J negister[pay for class?

We now have two ways to register/
pay for class! The first is to conplete
the registration you receive in the nai
and return it in the enclosed envel ope
with your fee. The second is to register
online. Please see the “Online
Regi stration” |link on the School of
Christian Studies’ homepage for nore
i nfornation.

For nore information, Flease contact Donna at snyder @wbc. org or 800.879. 9822
nfornati on packets are avail abl e.



